
Human Geography 12 with Mr. Mleziva 

Course Outline 
 

Content Learning Outcomes  
  

The Nature of Geography - Course Basics  
  

A) Nature of Geography  
1) List the major geography themes and describe their application to a particular place or          

issue  

2) To review some basic world map facts and to introduce some new facts that will be 

elaborated upon during the course  

3) To understand the steps necessary to help one think geographically when interpreting 

data on a map  

4) To understand that geography is the "connecting thread" between the disciplines.  To 

identify the relevance of geography to environmental decision making, careers, and 

recreational activities  

  

B) Nature of the Environment   
1) Identify and define the four principle components or spheres of the environment  

    (lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere)  

2) Illustrate the relationships between and the dynamic nature of the four environmental 

spheres  

3) Understand and explain how people are affected by the four spheres, depend upon 

them, and transform them  

4) Identify examples where people have ignored nature at their peril  

 

C) Cultural Stages and Economic Activities   
1) Identify and explain the nature of the major cultural stages of humanity (hunting and 

gathering, agrarian, industrial, and post-industrial) especially in terms of attitudes to the 

land  

2) Describe the four classifications of economic activities (i.e. primary, secondary, 

tertiary, quaternary). These concepts can then be applied to discussions about places 

around the world.  

  

Mapping Skills   
 

1) Calculate scale in three ways (i.e. linear, representative fraction, and verbal scale)  

2) Move from one scale to another  



3) Measure distances curved and straight  

4) Calculate area using the squares method  

5) Use a variety of map symbols  

6) Calculate gradient in m/km,%, and ratio  

7) Determine map directions especially when paired with an air photo  

8) Understand the basic rules of contours lines  

9) Draw and recognize topographic profiles; calculate vertical exaggeration  

10) To review the basics of latitude and longitude  

11) Use the military grid for determining location (using both 4 and 6 digit methods)  

12) Make scale comparisons - large, medium, and small  

13) Read and interpret topographic maps in regards to  

a) climate b) economic activities - forestry, mining, farming, port activities   

c) transportation - logging roads, trails, roads, highways, railways  

d) ethnic group e) type of land form f) agents responsible for relief   

14) Interpret the two types of air photos in regards to similar items in #13, plus 

determining a) time of day b) recognition of various man-made features  

c) approximate the scale of an air photo when twinned with a topographic map  

15) Summarize the main uses of topographic maps, air photos, and satellite photos and 

computers to geographers   

  

Core Theme: Patterns and Change  
 

A) Populations in transition 

 
1) Population change: Explain population trends and patterns in births (Crude Birth 

Rate), natural increase and mortality (Crude Death Rate, infant and child mortality rates), 

fertility and life expectancy in contrasting regions of the world. Analyze population 

pyramids. Explain population momentum and its impact on population projections. 

 

2) Responses to high and low fertility: Explain dependency and ageing ratios. Examine 

the impacts of youthful and ageing populations. Evaluate examples of pro‑natalist and 

anti‑natalist policies. 

 

3) Movement responses—migration: Discuss the causes of migrations, both forced and 

voluntary. Evaluate internal (national) and international migrations in terms of their 

geographic (socio‑economic, political and environmental) impacts at their origins and 

destinations. 

 

4) Gender and change: Examine gender inequalities in culture, status, education, birth 

ratios, health, employment, empowerment, life expectancy, family size, migration, legal 

rights and land tenure. 

 

 



B) Disparities in wealth and development 

 
1) Measurements of regional and global disparities: Define indices of infant mortality, 

education, hunger, income, marginalization, and Human Development Index (HDI). 

Explain the value of the indices in measuring disparities across the globe. 

 

2) Origin of disparities: Explain disparities and inequities that occur within countries 

resulting from ethnicity, residence, parental education, income, employment (formal and 

informal) and land ownership. 

 

3) Disparities and change: Identify and explain the changing patterns and trends of 

regional and global disparities of life expectancy, education and income. 

Examine the progress made in meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 

poverty reduction, education and health. 

 

4) Reducing disparities: Discuss the different ways in which disparities can be 

reduced with an emphasis on trade and market access, debt relief, aid and remittances. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of strategies designed to reduce disparities. 

 

C) Patterns in resource consumption 

 
1) Patterns of resource consumption: Evaluate the ecological footprint as a measure of 

the relationship between population size and resource consumption. Identify international 

variations in its size. Discuss the two opposing views (neo‑Malthusian and 

anti‑Malthusian) of the relationship between population size and resource consumption. 

 

2) Changing patterns of energy consumption: Examine the global patterns and trends 

in the production and consumption of oil. Examine the geopolitical and environmental 

impacts of these changes in patterns and trends. Examine the changing importance of 

other energy sources. 

 

3) Conservation strategies: Discuss the reduction of resource consumption by 

conservation, waste reduction, recycling and substitution. Evaluate a strategy at a local or 

national scale aimed at reducing the consumption of one resource. 

 

D) Measuring global interactions and the shrinking world 
 

1) Global participation: Describe and evaluate the KOF Index as a measure of global 

interaction.  

 

2) Global core and periphery: Discuss the spatial pattern of global interactions through 

the mapping of core areas at the focus of interaction (network hubs/nodes), the 

peripheries and areas relatively unaffected by these interactions. 

 



3) Time–space convergence and the reduction in the friction of distance: Explain 

how a reduction in the friction of distance results in time–space convergence. Examine 

the relative changes in the speed and capacity of two types of transport (air, ocean, road, 

rail, pipeline) responsible for the flow of goods, materials and people. 

 

E) Economic interactions and flows 

 
1) Financial flows: Examine the importance of loans, debt repayment, development aid, 

remittances, foreign direct investment and repatriation of profits in the transfer of capital 

between the developed core areas and the peripheries. Examine the influence of 

governments, world trading organizations and financial institutions (such as the World 

Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and World Bank) in the transfer of 

capital. 

 

2) Labour flows: Explain the causes and effects of one major flow of labour 

between two countries. 

 

3) Information flows: Explain the role of information and communications technology 

(ICT) in the growth of international outsourcing. 

 

F) Environmental change  
 

1) Degradation through raw material production: Identify the effects of 

agro‑industrialization and changes in international production and consumption on the 

physical environment. Examine the concept of food miles. 

 

2) The effects of transnational manufacturing and services: Discuss the reasons for 

and consequences of the relocation of polluting industries (such as some Transnational 

corporations - TNCs) and waste disposal to countries with weaker environmental controls 

and safety regulations. 

 

3) Transboundary pollution: Describe one major pollution event affecting more than 

one country and examine the consequences of and responses to this event. Examine the 

growth of environmental awareness as a consequence of these global interactions. 

Examine the role of one international civil society organization in fostering improved 

environmental management. 

 

4) Homogenization of landscapes: Explain the development of uniform urban 

landscapes; the effects of common commercial activity, structures, styles 

of construction and infrastructure. 

 

 

 



Human Geography 12 Course Outline continued 
 

Mr. Mleziva’s Geography 12 Website: 

www.mleziva.info/geog12online.htm 

 

1) Evaluation 
a) - Assignments, In Class Labs, Tests / Quizzes, Homework Checks, and 

Notebook Organization (see Marks Chart below) 

Marks Chart 
- Use the following chart to keep track of your marks.   

- The items listed below are subject to possible change. 

 

Description of Item Your 

Mark 

Out of  

Five Basic Themes of Geography Exercise  10 

Four Categories of Industry Exercise  15 

Random Homework Check  10 

Random Homework Check  10 

Random Homework Check  10 

Mapping Skills Test  31 

Mapping Skills Lab  15 

Mapping Skills Lab  15 

Refugee Camp Simulation Group Activity  15 

Populations in Transition Test   36 

UN HDI Assignment  20 

UN MDGs Assignment  15 

Disparities in Wealth and Development Test  36 

Ecological Footprint Assignment  15 

Patterns in Resource Consumption Test  24 

Globalization “Where Was It Made?” Group Activity  20 

Measuring Global Interactions Group Activity  15 

Measuring Global Interactions and the Shrinking World + 

Economic Interactions and Flows Test 

 28 

Environmental Change Test   20 

Notebook Check  40 

Mapping Skills Bonus Test (worth up to 8 bonus marks)  0 

World Map Bonus Quiz (worth up to 8 bonus marks)  0 

   

   

   

Total  ~ 400 

 

 



 

2) Class Expectations 

 
a) Attendance:  Attending regularly and on time is directly related to success in 

 this course.  If away, you are responsible for bringing a note from a parent / 

 guardian explaining your absence. Lateness to class will result in detention 

 time unless there is a note from a parent / guardian providing a legitimate 

 excuse. 
 

b) Ready to Participate:  Make sure you come to class with all necessary 

 equipment (i.e. notebook, writing utensils, etc.) and are prepared to make a 

 positive contribution. Cell phones must be turned off and put away 

 except if asked to research something on the internet or to take a 

 picture of the homework projected on the screen at the end of class.  Ask 

 permission to go to the washroom and only one person out at a time.  Please 

 remain seated until dismissed by the teacher.  

 

c) Missed Work:  It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and to 

obtain extra help as needed.  

 

d) Homework:  Random homework checks will be done. Even when homework 

is not formally marked, it is still critical to complete it in preparation for 

Tests and for the Notebook Check towards the end of the course.  It is 

essential to keep track of homework and upcoming tests either by writing it 

down or taking a picture of the homework projected on the screen at the 

end of each class.  

 

e) Late Work:  It is expected that you will hand in requested assignments 

promptly at the beginning of class.  However, an assignment may be handed in 

afterwards up to one day late with a 10% penalty.  This penalty will not apply for 

a legitimate reason such as illness accompanied by a parental / guardian note.  

After one day of lateness, an assignment will not be accepted and will result 

in a zero unless there are exceptional circumstances such as multiple day 

illness accompanied by a parental / guardian note.  Due to time constraints 

towards the end of the course, the Notebook must be handed in on time. 

Note: There are two optional Bonus Marks opportunities available to all 

students to help further improve your mark [see Marks Chart]. No further 

opportunities will be provided at the end of the course.   

           

f) Missed Tests and Quizzes:  10% will be deducted for writing late unless you 

have a legitimate excuse for missing the test / quiz and a note to back up that 

excuse. Writing a test that has been missed must be done as soon as possible. 

There will be no opportunity to write missed tests at the end of the course. 



There are also no test rewrites, but as mentioned in part e), there are two 

optional Bonus Marks opportunities available to all students to help further 

improve your mark  [see Marks Chart].  

          

g) Academic Honesty:  This is absolutely essential.  Unless an assignment has 

been designated as partner or group work, the work submitted must be your own.   

 

h) Notebook:  Your notebook will be marked and it is expected that you keep it 

 neat and well organized with table of contents and numbered pages. 

 

3) Supplies 

 
 The following supplies are required for use in Human Geography 12: 

 

3 ring binder (2 or 3 inch)  1 pencil and eraser   

 Loose Leaf Paper   1 clear metric ruler 

 2 blue or black pens   3 dividers 

 1 red pen    1 highlighter 

 

For certain assignments, you may be required to have felts and/or pencil crayons, a  

 calculator, poster board and/or a flash drive. 

 

4) Interim Letter Grades 

 
 A =  86-100  C+ =  67-72  C- =  55-59   

 B =  73-85  C = 60-66  I  =   < 55 

 Note:  An "I" indicates that the student is in danger of failing the course.   

 

I hope your time with me as your teacher will be a positive and an enjoyable 

experience. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Please complete the following, detach, and return to the teacher.  Thank you. 
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Student Name:  _______________________________________________ 

Student Signature:  ___________________________________________ 

(indicating that the Human Geography 12 Course Outline has been reviewed) 

Parent or Guardian Name:  _____________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________ 

(indicating that the Human Geography 12 Course Outline has been reviewed) 


