
Climate Change Debate Reality Check  
(- by P. Mleziva Nov. 21, 2019) 

Climate change is real. It always has been. That is not the 

issue. The key questions are: 

Is carbon dioxide a main driver behind climate change? 
Should carbon dioxide be deemed a pollutant or is it just 
plant food? 
Are we in a "climate emergency"? 
 

There are still hundreds and hundreds of scientists 

(many, leaders in their areas of study from historically 

prestigious institutions such as Harvard, Stanford, and 

Princeton - see end of commentary) who provide evidence 

that carbon dioxide never has been nor is now a main 

driver behind climate change and that the world is not in a 

"climate emergency".  [Note: Many previous climate and 

ecological disaster predictions were proven wrong – see 

end of commentary link] 

Economic Challenges 

- Canada’s federal debt is currently growing at the fastest 

rate in the country’s history outside of a recession / 

depression or wartime period 
Source: https://www.fraserinstitute.org/file/federal-debt-in-canada-by-

prime-ministers-2019-infographicjpg 

- When you add in provincial debt, our overall debt to GDP 

ratio is approaching 100% meaning our total public debt is 

about the size of our entire economy (Nov. 21, 2019 – 

97.43%) Source: https://usdebtclock.org/world-debt-clock.html 

- In 2017, Ontario was the world’s most indebted sub-

sovereign jurisdiction in the world meaning of any state or 

province in the world  
Source: https://torontosun.com/2017/09/23/wynne-is-actually-doing-

the-province-some-good/wcm/79697b3f-5f00-4115-8902-8d1c65b378a3 
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- The Canada Pension Plan has a reported $900 billion in 

unfunded liabilities meaning the gov. is short $900 billion 

in promised benefits to upcoming retirees in the baby 

boom generation 
Source: https://c2cjournal.ca/2019/02/canadas-pension-plan-make-the-

kids-pay/ 

- Speaking of the baby boom generation, there is a silver 

tsunami about to hit our health care system – it is 

estimated there will be between 9.9 to 10.9 million seniors 

(65 or older) in Canada by 2036 representing 23 to 25% of 

the entire population in comparison to only 8% of the 

population in 1971 and 14% in 2010. How will we be able 

to afford to properly care for all of these people? 
Source: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-402-

x/2011000/chap/seniors-aines/seniors-aines-eng.htm 

Note: This is a correction to the information that was initially presented as the information cited from 

the original source was incorrect. My apologies for the mistake and I should have double checked that 

original source initially which wrongly cited Statistics Canada. The information above is from Statistics 

Canada.  

- The typical Canadian family already pays 44% of all their 

household income in various taxes each year (2019) 
Source: https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/average-canadian-family-spent-

more-on-taxes-in-2018-than-basic-necessities-1.4534992 

- Nearly half of all Canadians report that "they would not 

be able to pay their bills if they came up just $200 short in 

any given month". 
Source: https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/entry/canadians-maxed-out-

debt_ca_5cd595bde4b07bc729797584 

- In the fiscal year 2018-2019, there were only four so 

called “have provinces” in Canada - BC, Alberta, 

Saskatchewan, and Newfoundland & Labrador contributing 

equalization payments to all the other provinces to keep 

up their standard of living. Those four provinces are “have 

provinces” because of oil and gas revenues. 
Source: https://www.policyschool.ca/unpacking-canadas-equalization-

payments-2018-19/ 
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- Environment Canada produced a report which said “To 

achieve 30-per-cent reductions from 2005 emissions levels 

by 2030 — the target set by Stephen Harper’s Conservative 

government and maintained by the Trudeau Liberals — a 

price of $100 per tonne would need to be in place by 

2020.”  

“The Liberals ended up promising only a more modest 

version of the carbon tax, announcing last October that a 

national floor price of $10/tonne — paid by private-sector 

emitters — would be established starting in 2018, rising to 

$50 per tonne in 2022.”  
Source: https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/secret-briefing-says-up-

to-300-per-tonne-federal-carbon-tax-by-2050-required-to-meet-climate-

targets 

Note: In 2017, Canada was only 2% below its 2005 

emissions far short of the 30% reduction target.  
Source: https://globalnews.ca/news/5173521/canada-greenhouse-

gas-emissions-2017/ 

Adopting the plan by Environment Canada would 

dramatically increase the cost of living further which many 

Canadians are already struggling with. 

- Collectively the More Economically Developed Countries 

(MEDCs) met their greenhouse gas reduction targets under 

the 1997 Kyoto Accord of a 5.2% reduction relative to 

1990 no later than 2012 even though Canada was not 

close to our 6% reduction commitment (i.e. 27% above 

1990 level in 2006) and took our name off of the Accord 

plus the USA never ratified the Accord.  
Source: https://www.newscientist.com/article/2093579-was-kyoto-

climate-deal-a-success-figures-reveal-mixed-results/ 

Now even with the MEDCs meeting their collective target, 

by 2012 global emissions were up 45% relative to 1990. 

India up 180% and China up 270%. 
Source (see graph): 
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/05/brutal-news-

global-carbon-emissions-jump-to-all-time-high-in-2018 

 

Bottom Line  

If carbon dioxide is a main driver behind climate change 

and if there is an actual climate emergency associated with 

that and therefore there is a need to reduce global 

emissions, this will never happen until the Newly 

Industrialized Countries (eg China and India) agree to 

cuts. But they have not and will not any time soon because 

they need to use fossil fuels, especially oil and coal, in 

order to continue to develop economically and to bring 

millions of more people out of poverty.  

Canada contributes less than 2% of all global greenhouse 

gas emissions 

(Source:https://www.ivey.uwo.ca/cmsmedia/2112500/4462-ghg-

emissions-report-v03f.pdf) and we have vast swathes of 

preserved forests which absorb CO2.  

Hence, based on the fact that there are still numerous 

reputable scientists who provide evidence that carbon 

dioxide never has been, nor is now, a main driver behind 

climate change nor is there a climate emergency, and the 

developing world needs to use fossil fuels to continue to 

lift millions of its people out of poverty, should we set 

about in Canada to ruin an industry (i.e. the fossil fuel 

sector) that provides such economic and social benefits to 

the Canadian people? 

Sources arguing that CO2 is not a main driver behind 
climate change and that we are not in a climate 
emergency: 

Youtube Video: "The Great Global Warming Swindle" - Full 

Documentary HD (2007) 
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Article:  "Open letter to UN Secretary-General: Current 

scientific knowledge does not substantiate Ban Ki-Moon 

assertions on weather and climate, say 125-plus scientists" 

(2012) 

Article: "Carbon is not 'pollution', whether in oceans or the 
air" (2015) 

Youtube Video: "The Truth about CO2" (2015) 

Youtube Video: Physicist William Happer (Princeton 
University) - "World in Midst of Carbon Drought" (2015) 

Youtube Video: "Four Climate Scientists Destroy Climate 

Change Alarmism" (2018) 

Article: "Ross McKitrick: This scientist proved climate change 

isn’t causing extreme weather — so politicians 

attacked"(2019) 

FEE.org Article: "5 Surprising Facts About Earth's Climate" 

(2019) 

 

FEE.org Article: "4 Catastrophic Climate Predictions That 

Never Came True "(2019) 

 

Article: Controversy over the infamous "Hockey Stick Graph" 

(2019) 

 

Youtube Video: "Global Warming: Fact or Fiction?" Featuring 

Physicists Willie Soon (Harvard-Smithsonian Center for 

Astrophysics) and Elliott Bloom (Stanford University) (2019) 

 

Article: "Wrong Again: 50 Years of Failed Eco-pocalyptic 

Predictions"  (2019) 

 

Youtube Video: "My Gift to Climate Alarmists" (2019) 
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Article: 500+ Scientists Write to UN: "There is No Climate 

Emergency!" (2019) 

 

Article: "The high costs, and minimal benefits, of meeting the 

Paris Agreement climate targets" (2019) 
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