




In 1968, which Prime Minister won a majority government particularly 
on strength in Ontario and Quebec and also won a majority of seats in 
BC and Manitoba? Pierre Trudeau - Liberals

Trudeaumania!



1968 Federal Election

Source: http://www.electionresources.org/ca/maps.php?election=1968

http://www.electionresources.org/ca/maps.php?election=1968


1968 Federal Election

Source: https://lop.parl.ca/ParlInfo/compilations/ElectionsAndRidings/ResultsParty.aspx

https://lop.parl.ca/ParlInfo/compilations/ElectionsAndRidings/ResultsParty.aspx


By the mid-1970s and into the early 1980s, many in Western 
Canada became upset with Trudeau and the Liberals. Why?

- Introduction of the National Energy Program 
in 1980 which mandated lower oil prices in 
Canada by putting increased federal taxes on 
oil and natural gas producers + an export tax 
on oil being sold outside the country; Alberta 
was furious as this cut its provincial revenues.

- Trudeau in 1975 also created a government 
owned national oil / gas company called 
Petro Canada which was viewed by some as 
interference in the private sector.



- Introduction of Official Bilingualism; many in Western 
Canada felt it was unnecessary in a region of the country 
with a small French speaking population



- Rising federal government debt

Source: https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/authors/brief%20history%2012.png

https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/authors/brief%20history%2012.png


- A feeling that Trudeau just did not understand Westerners 
and was insensitive to their concerns 
eg “the Salmon Arm salute” incident in 1982

https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/a-b-c-museum-says-its-preserved-the-railcar-from-which-pierre-trudeau-gave-the-finger-to-protesters


As a result of frustration with Trudeau and the Liberals, which 
party received the most support in the West?

Progressive Conservatives 

This support in the West added to the 
two majority governments won by 
which Prime Minister in the 1980s? 
In 1984, Mulroney 
defeated new Liberal 
leader John Turner who 
briefly became Prime 
Minister after Trudeau 
retired. Mulroney went on 
to beat Turner again in 
1988. What was the main
issue of the 1988 election? Debate re: Free trade with the United States.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyYjRmM7RDY


1984



1988



However, many Westerners started to become disenchanted 
with Mulroney and the Progressive Conservatives. Why?

- CF-18 airplane maintenance contract went to a Montreal firm 
rather than to Winnipeg although the western bid was cheaper 
and technically superior.



- Introduction of the 7% GST which particularly upset Alberta 
which did not have a sales tax. 



- Focusing on Quebec’s constitutional desires (eg Meech Lake 
Accord and proposed “distinct society status”) and not addressing 
western concerns such as Senate reform

- Continued rising federal government debt



A new protest party formed in the West in 1987 and ran 
candidates in federal elections. It won so many seats in
the West in the 1997 election that it finished second overall 
and became the Official Opposition. What was the name of the 
Party and who was its leader? Preston Manning

Part of the Reform Party’s platform 
was:
- Lower taxes
- Lower government debt
- Reducing Official Bilingualism 

requirements
- Giving individual Members of 

Parliament more freedom in 
representing their constituents 
instead of always adhering to the 
party leader’s wishes

- Slogan: “The West Wants In” 
(not a separatist party)



Many of the Reform Party’s supporters came from which party? 

Progressive Conservatives 
When Brian Mulroney stepped down as Prime Minister in 1993, who 
replaced him as the new leader of the Progressive Conservative party 
and automatically became Prime Minister?

Kim Campbell



What other new protest party started to draw support away from the Progressive 
Conservative party during the 1990s and won enough seats in the 1993 Election to 
become Official Opposition? Who was their first leader?

Former Mulroney Cabinet Minister Lucien Bouchard

What is the ultimate goal 
of the Bloc Quebecois?

For Quebec to 
become an 
independent 
country.

With losing support to both the Reform party and the Bloc Quebecois in the 1993 election, 
the Progressive Conservatives went from a majority government down to two seats.
Source: https://lop.parl.ca/ParlInfo/compilations/ElectionsAndRidings/ResultsParty.aspx

https://lop.parl.ca/ParlInfo/compilations/ElectionsAndRidings/ResultsParty.aspx


Reform leader Preston Manning wanted to extend the party’s support beyond Western 
Canada in order to form government but new political movements in the West have 
historically been met with caution from Central and Eastern Canada. Hence, Manning felt the 
party should rebrand itself under a new name and he also hoped to unite with the Progressive 
Conservative party. What was the name of the new party formed in 2000?

Preston Manning lost the leadership 
race for this new party to whom?

Stockwell Day 

Did the Progressive Conservative party unite with the 
Canadian Alliance?

Not initially. Which party and leader benefitted from 
this split in the right wing vote between Reform / 
Canadian Alliance and the Progressive 
Conservatives?



Jean Chretien and the Liberals 



1993

Source: https://lop.parl.ca/ParlInfo/compilations/ElectionsAndRidings/ResultsParty.aspx

https://lop.parl.ca/ParlInfo/compilations/ElectionsAndRidings/ResultsParty.aspx


1997



2000



After the 2000 loss to PM Chretien and the Liberals, Stockwell Day eventually 
called for a new leadership contest for the Canadian Alliance. He lost to which 
candidate who became the new leader in 2002? 

Stephen Harper





In 2003, the Progressive 
Conservatives selected a 
new leader. Who?

Peter MacKay

Both Harper and MacKay realized that they could 
never form government by continuing to split the 
right wing vote so they worked to unite the two 
parties. 

What was the name of the new 
party formed in 2004?
Who won the leadership 
contest for this new party? 





In Stephen Harper’s first election as 
leader of the new Conservative 
Party, he lost to the man that 
replaced Jean Chretien as PM when 
he retired. He was Finance Minister 
in Chretien’s Cabinet. Who?

Paul Martin

The Liberals were reduced 
though to what kind of 
government?

Minority



2004



Stephen Harper went on defeat PM Paul Martin in the next 
election and formed a minority government. 

2006



PM Harper won another minority government in 2008 
defeating new Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion. 

2008



PM Harper achieved a majority government in 2011 defeating new 
Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff. The NDP under leader Jack Layton 
became Official Opposition for the first time.



PM Harper sought a fourth straight electoral victory in 2015. If 
accomplished, he would have been the first PM to do so since Wilfrid 
Laurier 1896 (majority), 1900 (majority), 1904 (majority), 1908 (majority)

However, he lost to whom?

Justin Trudeau - Liberals



2015



Western Alienation 
generally abated during 
the Harper era as the 
Conservative Party 
received significant 
support in the West. 
Justin Trudeau though 
managed to cut into that 
support leading the 
Liberals to their best 
showing in the West since 
his dad in 1968. Was it 
Trudeaumania 2.0? 

Seat distribution interactive map.

http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/results-2015/


Or, did it become Western Alienation 2.0 particularly in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan?

CBC News (Jan. 13, 2017) - (Video clip)
“Trudeau's 'phase out' oilsands comments spark outrage in 
Alberta”

Global News (March 13, 2017) – “Manitoba getting frustrated 
with a lack of federal resources to deal with people entering 
Canada illegally into that province.”

Global News (July 1, 2017) - (Video clip)
“Justin Trudeau does not mention Alberta in Canada Day 
speech.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1KoRyaYXZo
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/justin-trudeau-oilsands-phase-out-1.3934701
http://globalnews.ca/news/3306357/why-refugees-are-choosing-to-cross-over-in-manitoba-instead-of-saskatchewan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwSx5A49Fas
https://globalnews.ca/video/3570348/justin-trudeau-does-not-mention-alberta-in-canada-day-speech


Frustration brewing in Alberta as they cannot get a new pipeline built to tide water 
or face continued uncertainty over the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion with 
ongoing court challenges from the BC government, environmental groups, and some 
First Nations groups. To get a better price for its oil exports, Alberta needs to get its 
product to Asia. Some First Nations groups are in favour of pipelines. For example, 
Kinder Morgan had “43 community benefit agreements with aboriginal 
communities valued at around $400 million”. [Note: After frustration with ongoing 
court challenges, in Aug. 2018, Kinder Morgan sold the existing pipeline to the fed. 
gov. for $4.5 billion and the fed. gov. promised to build the expansion estimated at a 
cost of $9.3 billion]. As well, a consortium of First Nations would like to restart a 
Northern Gateway style pipeline and are taking the federal government to the 
United Nations “over an alleged breach of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)” due to the ban on oil tankers on the BC North Coast 
(Bill C-48) (see Video Clip). Bill C-69 (passed in 2019) also dramatically increases 
regulations for building any new pipelines or conducting other major resource 
projects and is cited by industry as a major impediment to proceeding with 
investment in those projects.

https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/ucp-leader-says-real-tension-lies-behind-albertans-support-for-secession-1.4350165
https://vancouversun.com/news/politics/b-c-s-first-nations-divided-on-kinder-morgan-ruling
https://www.straight.com/news/1127517/its-official-trudeau-government-now-owns-kinder-morgan-pipeline-after-shareholders
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/tasker-pro-pipeline-first-nations-c-48-1.4941165
https://www.suitsandboots.ca/10-reasons-to-kill-bill-c-69-in-canadas-senate/


Energy East Pipeline
- significant opposition in Quebec; eg from former Montreal Mayor 
Denis Coderre, Quebec Premier Francoise Legault, and BQ leader 
Yves-François Blanchet; TransCanada Corporation pulls out (Oct. 2017)

Source: http://www.vancouverobserver.com/news/energy-east-facing-many-foes-land-owners-enviros-aboriginals-and-politicians

Rick Mercer’s Rant regarding the proposed pipeline.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kV9ZtqyQ5J4
../../My Videos/Env. and People/RMR- Rick's Rant - Energy East Pipeline - YouTube[via torchbrowser.com].mp4


Calgary Herald (April 2018) - Albertans are frustrated that they 
contribute so much to equalization payments and other federal 
programs for the benefit of provinces such as Quebec but do not get 
support in return. Alberta, between 2007 and 2015, contributed on 
average $24 billion more per year to Confederation than was 
received back from the federal government. Source: 

https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/morton-equalization-payments-have-always-been-about-keeping-quebec-
happy

The National Post (March 2019) – 50% of Albertans in a poll 

said they would support separation from Canada. Source: https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/a

new-poll-suggests-alberta-is-the-province-that-most-wants-to-separate-from-canada-not-Quebec

(April 2019) – Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba (along with 
Ontario and New Brunswick) challenging PM Trudeau’s imposition of 

national carbon pricing in the Courts.

https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/morton-equalization-payments-have-always-been-about-keeping-quebec-happy
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/a-new-poll-suggests-alberta-is-the-province-that-most-wants-to-separate-from-canada-not-Quebec
https://www.journalpioneer.com/opinion/columnists/goldstein-provincial-elections-refute-trudeaus-carbon-tax-claims-303858/


Source: https://www.policyschool.ca/unpacking-canadas-equalization-payments-2018-19/

https://www.policyschool.ca/unpacking-canadas-equalization-payments-2018-19/


Source: https://www.fraserinstitute.org/file/federal-debt-in-canada-by-prime-ministers-2019-infographicjpg

Note: Also see World Debt Clock

https://www.usdebtclock.org/world-debt-clock.html


“Household Debt Leaves Canadians 'Maxed Out' With No Plan For 
Repayment: Survey…Nearly half of them — 48 per cent — say 
they would not be able to pay their bills if they came up just $200 
short in any given month” (2019)
Source: https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2019/04/23/canadians-maxed-out-debt_a_23716024/

Source: https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/businessweek/canadians-are-feeling-the-debt-burn-1.1234735

https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/businessweek/canadians-are-feeling-the-debt-burn-1.1234735


Justin Trudeau’s comments from Oct. 2010 before 
he became leader of the Liberal party in 2013. At 
the time, he was a member of the Official 
Opposition in the House of Commons.  Stephen 
Harper (raised in S. Ontario; moved to Alberta as an 
adult) was PM at the time. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oA1yCIHMJwY




A Nation Divided

Source: https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2019/results/



British Columbia

Source: https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2019/results/

https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2019/results/


Alberta

Examples of Reaction in Alberta on Twitter + Premier Kenney’s Open Letter to the PM + Wexit

https://twitter.com/TheRoyGreenShow/status/1186483952967733249
https://twitter.com/jkenney/status/1186768918280425473/photo/1
https://edmonton.citynews.ca/video/2019/10/22/wexit-movement-on-the-rise/


Saskatchewan

Open Letter by Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe to PM Trudeau 

https://twitter.com/PremierScottMoe/status/1186671136542736384?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet


Manitoba



https://www.wexitevents.com/

