
INTRODUCTION

Holocaust survivor and Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel was reminded once that not only

Jews perished in the Holocaust: 'Not every victim was a Jew' replied Wiesel, 'but

every Jew was a victim.' The impact of the Holocaust on European Jewry was

staggering. Between 1939 and 1945, six million of Europe's eleven million Jews were

murdered, systematically starved in disease-ridden ghettos, shot by special killing

units (Einsatzgruppen), worked to death in forced labour camps and gassed in the

infamous death camps.

Some five million Jews survived the Holocaust. They survived in death camps, in

hiding (often with the aid of Gentiles who risked their lives to protect Jews) and as

partisans. In parts of Europe, the toll on Jewish Life was so great that centuries-old

centres of Jewish society were extinguished. In just sixteen years, Poland's pre-war

Jewish population of 3.3 million was reduced to only 380,000.

At the end of the war, Jewish survivors tried to resume their lives. Many were the only

survivors in their families; some the only survivors of their communities. Few survivors

told their stories and others, anxious to forget the horrors of war, were reluctant to

listen. Perhaps this silence was necessary, as the power of wartime memories might

have undermined their attempts to rebuild their lives.

Most events become less significant to society as the years pass. This is not so with

the Holocaust. Historians, educators, sociologists, psychologists, writers and artists

pay more attention to the Holocaust today than in the years immediately after the

event. Why is this so? We have come to realize that the Holocaust is one of the most
significant episodes in the development of western civilization. In fact, it raises an

alarm that the term •western civilization• is an oxymoron.

The Holocaust demands explanation. Its causes demand both response and remedy.
Post-Holocaust tragedies such as the genocide in Cambodia and •ethnic cleansing' in
the former Yugoslavia are evidence that the lessons of the Holocaust have not been
learned.

Kit Krieger, West Vancouver Teachers' Federation
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ALLIES:

ANTI-SEMITISM:

ARYANS:

AXIS:

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

In World War Il, those nations, including Canada, fighting against
Nazi Germany and fascist Italy. Primarily, the U.S., Great Britain
and the U.S.S.R.

Opposition or hatred of Jews as a religious, ethnic, or economic
group. Anti-semitism was used by the Nazis to justify the killing of
Jews.

The Nordic race (characteristically blond and blue-eyed)
designated by the Nazis as the so-called •master race.'

The axis powers were originally Nazi Germany and Fascist
Italy. The pact was expanded when Japan entered the war.

CONCENTRATION CAMPS:

CREMATORIA:

FINAL SOLUTION:

GENOCIDE:

GESTAPO:

GHETTO:

HOLOCAUST:

KRISTALLNACHT: I

Camps located throughout Nazi-dominated Europe for the
incarceration of Nazi opponents and other •undesirables' such as
Gypsies, Russian POWs, homosexuals, Jehovah's Witnesses, and
Jews (the main target). The major death camps were Auschwitz,
Birkenau, Sobibor, Treblinka, Bergen-Belsen, Majdanek, Chelmno
and Belzec.

Furnaces for cremating or burning the dead. The Nazis built
crematoria to deal quickly with the enormous numbers of bodies
produced by their program of mass gassings. The use of the
word Holocaust to describe the period 1939 - 1945 came about
because of its reference to burnt sacrifice.

The cover name for the plan to destroy the Jews of Europe.

The deliberate and systematic destruction of a racial, political or
cultural group.

Nazi secret police.

A term used to describe a sealed section of a city where the
Nazis forced the Jews to live. All the residents were eventually
murdered or transported to death camps.

(From the Greek, holokauston: burnt whole; a sacrifice consumed
by fire; a thorough destruction, especially by fire.) A term used
today to describe the destruction of approximately 6 million
European Jews by the Nazis and their followers, between the
years 1933 and 1945.

(Night of Broken Glass) Designed to appear spontaneous,
this highly organized pogrom took place during the night of
November 9 and 10, 1938 and destroyed or defaced synagogues,
Jewish institutions and businesses throughout Germany.
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NAZI:

PARTISANS:

POGROM:

PREJUDICE:

RACISM:

National Socialist German Workers Party (from the German:
National-sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei) Formed in
1920, it acquired national political power in 1933 when it became
Germanys only political party. Significant members included:
Adolf Hitler - Fuehrer (Leader), Chancellor of the Third Reich;
Adolf Eichmann - in charge of deportation and extermination of
Jews; Joseph Goebbels - propaganda minister; Hermann Goering
- military and economic chief.

Irregular forces operating in enemy-occupied territory, for the most
part using guerrilla tactics to oppose the Nazis.

A Russian word meaning destruction; specifically now, an
organized action to destroy Jewish life and property.

To pre-judge; an opinion formed beforehand, especially an
unfavorable one based on inadequate facts; intolerance and/or
dislike for people of a specific race, religion, etc.

Discrimination on the basis of race, colour, religion or ethnic
origin. The Nazis institutionalized racism through their policies,
laws and state structures.

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION:

S.A.:

S.S.:

SCAPEGOAT:

STEREOTYPE:

WEHRMACHT:

YELLOW STAR:

The conscious act of dealing with a person or persons on the
basis of prejudicial attitudes and beliefs (rather than on the basis
of individual merit).

(Sturmabteilung - Storm Troopers) The brown-shirted Nazi militia
that was the private army of the Nazi movement.

(Schutzstaffel - Defense Squad) Hitler's elite para-military unit, all
of whom had to meet the Aryan ideal. They administered the
concentration camps and carried out much of the occupation
terrorism.

A person carrying the blame for others. The Nazis made Jews the
scapegoats during the Second World War, blaming them for
everything from economic to social problems in Germany.

A fixed image attributing certain characteristics or habits to a
specific racial or ethnic group.

The name used for the German armed forces, or combat troops,
between 1939 and 1945.

The yellow patch in the shape of a star of David. In the centre
was the word 'Jew' in black in the language of one's country of
origin. By Nazi decree, it was worn by all Jews at all times.
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JAN. 1933

FEB. 1933

MAR. 1933

MAR. 1933

APR. 1933

JULY 1933

NOV. 1933

JUNE 1934

AUG. 1934

APR. 1937

FEB. 1938

STEPS IN THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE NAZI DICTATORSHIP

President von Hindenburg appoints Adolf Hitler as Chancellor of Germany. Hitler heads
a •coalition cabinet' including many Nationalist (conservatives) as well as National
Socialists. At this point the Army and other traditional institutions are not under direct
control by the Nazis.

The Reichstag building is burnt down. Blaming this on the Communists. Hitler
persuades President von Hindenburg to issue emergency decrees reducing freedom of
speech and other rights.

New elections give the Nazis 44% and their coalition partners, the Nationalists. 8% of
the seats in the Reichstag (parliament). When the Reichstag meets. Hitler's storm
troopers (SA) prevent Communist members from taking their seats. The Nazis persuade
some (but not all) other parties to support them in passing the Enabling Act (see
following timeline), which overrides the constitution giving the government dictatorial
powers for four years.

The first concentration camp is opened. Political opponents of the Nazis are detained
and tortured to make sure that even if they are released they will never again be
politically active. (At this stage the concentration camps are part of the Nazis' terror
system -- on{,• later svere they transformed into death camos).

Hitler's government begins to put provincial govemments under Nazi control. claiming
that the German people want regional governments to match the political character of.
the central government.

After all other political parties are disbanded (or vote themselves out of existence),
Germany is declared a one party state.

New Reichstag elections are held. Only Nazi candidates may run and win. Three million
voters spoil their ballots.

The Amy is now the only force in Germany potentially strong enough to oppose Hitler.
Army leaders threaten to do just that if Hitler allows his storm troopers (SA) to continue
to function as a virtual private army. To appease army leaders. Hitler stages the "Night
of the Long Knives." He wipes out the SA leaders. taking the opportunity to murder
some of his other opponents as well. Army leaders do not realize that Hitler will now
replace them by building up the Schutzstaffel (SS) into an even more dangerous
organization.

men President von Hindenburg dies. Hitler combines his own position as Chancellor
and that of President into one office.

The Enabling Act runs out but is instantly extended.

Hitler exploits a minor scandal among Army leaders to reorganize the High Command

under direct Nazi control. Many Army leaders continue to dislike Hitler, but it is harder
noy to do anything about it. Germany is thoroughly Nazified.
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STEPS IN THE HOLOCAUST

It was Hitler's intention to make Germany "Judenrein," or free of Jews. It was his belief
that their presence was the source of Germany's problems. His "First Solution" to the
"Jewish Problem" was to remove Jews from the economic life of Germäny. thus
isolating them within their own country. The "Second Solution" was forcible removal
from Germany. The "Final Solution," which began at the start of World War Il, was to
"exterminate" the Jews, not only from Germany, but from all of Europe. The Nazi
solutions to the "Jewish Problem" were meticulously planned and implemented
through legal measures so that the "solutions" could be carried out according to
accepted legal procedures.

STEP I(A) - LEGISLATION - (LEGAL AND ECONOMIC ISOLATION OF THE JEWS)

February 28, 1933 - Emergency Decree for the Protection of the State'

This decree made it possible for the police to arrest anyone they believed
to be anti-Nazi or a political threat, such as communists.

2. March 23, 1933 - The Enabling Act, a 'Law for the Relieving of the
Distress of People and Reich'

The Reichstag (parliament) gave Hitler and his cabinet the power to make
laws on their own. Hitler could now rule by decree or direct order, as well
as remove the basic civil rights of those he considered to be dangerous to
the Reich.

3. April, 1933 - 'Law for the Resolution of a Professional Civil Service'

This was the first specifically anti-Jewish law. It removed non-Aryans (Jews)
from the civil service, which included the postal, fire and police departments,
the courts, railroads and public schools. As a result, Jews could no longer work
for government as office workers, lawyers, judges, public school teachers and
railroad conductors.

4. April, 1933 - 'Law Regarding Admission to the Bara

Non-Aryans and/or pro-communists could no longer practice law.

5. April, 1933 - 'Laws Against Overcrowding of German Schools and
Institutions of Higher Learning'

Non-Aryan students were removed from public and private schools.

6. July 14, 1933 - The Nazi Party was declared the only legitimate party in
Germany
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7. September, 1936 - The Nuremberg Laws

By these laws, people were classified Jewish if they had one Jewish
grandparent of if they considered themselves members of the Jewish •race.'

'Reich Citizenship Law' : Jews were classified as 'subjects' rather than
citizens and their basic civil rights were removed.

'Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour•: Intermarriage and
sexual intercourse between Jews and non-Jews were forbidden; Jews could not
employ non-Jewish women under 45 years of age. Because hotel guests were
considered to be •employers' of hotel staff, Jews were no longer permitted to
stay in hotels.

STEP I(B) - CONCENTRATION CAMPS

After the laws of February and March 1933 were passed and in operation,
camps were opened to •concentrate• and handle the large numbers of people
arrested as opponents of the Nazi regime. Among the arrested were Jews,
communists, jazz musicians and artists.

STEP 2 - DEPORTATION (FORCED EMIGRATION, 1938-1939)

The second stage, or •solution,' was to deport Jews from Germany to Poland.
This was legitimized by laws passed in the first stage and put into effect in
October of 1938. Fifteen thousand German Jews were expelled to Zbaszyn,
Poland within a period of 48 hours.

STEP 3 - GHETTOIZATION (1939-1941)

As a result of the invasion of Poland in 1939, the Third Reich suddenly
encompassed 2.5 million more Jews than previously. Heydrich ordered that
they be forced from the rural areas of the country and contained in ghettos, first
in the smaller cities and then in the major cities. From the ghettos, they were
later transported to the death camps.

STEP 4 - SYSTEMATIC MURDER (1941-1945)

During the four years following the German invasion of the Soviet Union, Jews
from all over Europe, the Soviet Union and most Mediterranean countries were
savagely hunted down and tormented. Many thousand died in mass shootings
in the transports to the camps, or from the severity of their lives in the
concentration and labour camps. Millions were murdered by gassing.
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