
Geog. 12 Government Exam Analysis
Multiple-choice Section (53 marks) 
Note: The structure of the government exam has changed since January 
2005 exam.  Prior to this exam, there were only 40 multiple choice 
questions.  The chart below indicates the average breakdown of 
multiple choice questions by topic for six previous government exams 
(i.e. January, June, and August 1998 and 1999).  A similar pattern will 
likely continue under the new format. 

  

Topic 
% of Multiple 

Choice 
Questions 

~ # of 
Questions 
(Out of 53)  

Tectonic Processes 15% 8 
Erosion and Weathering / Landforms Made By Ice 12.5% 6 to7 
Rivers 10% to 12.5% 5 to7 
Deserts and Coastal Landforms  5% to 7.5% 3 to 4 
Weather 15% 8 
Climate / Soils / Vegetation / Biomes / Agriculture 15% 8 
Environments and People / Resource Management 15% 8 
Mapping Skills 12.5% 6 to 7 

Written-response Section (40 marks) 
The format for the written response section has also changed since 
January 2005.   
This section now consists of five questions: 

The written-response questions will require students to use their knowledge and 
understanding of geography to write short-answer or paragraph responses. Many of 
the questions will require students to interpret topographic maps, aerial and 
satellite images, charts, diagrams, graphs, maps, photographs, and tables as well as 
other data used by geographers. 
 
The written-response questions will draw from: 
The Nature of Geography 
(Themes, Systems, Skills, Topographic Map) 
Systems of the Earth 
(Weather, Climate, Tectonic Processes, Gradation Processes) 
Resources of the Earth 



(Nature and Management of Resources) 

NOTE:  One of the five questions will be a Case Study worth 18 marks.  The Case 
Study is an integration of geographic concepts, skills, and processes and will examine an 
understanding of geographic principles rather than specific knowledge of a particular 
place. 
Students will be given information (i.e. data, extracts, charts, diagrams, profiles, photos, 
and / or maps) about a particular situation whereby they will likely be asked to identify 
environmental problems and offer solutions and / or explain why solutions are 
difficult to implement (see Environments and People / Resource Management). It is 
critical that students cite specific information from the sources given and incorporate 
major geography themes into their discussion.  See examples of previous case studies 
by downloading old government exams from the Ministry of Education website. 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/ Also review the Essay Helpers Guide. 

*Moreover, examine the Case Study example provided in the Government Exam 
Sample Questions as well as the other sample questions given.* 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------Below are examples of questions that have consistently 
appeared on previous exams.  These topics and styles of questions will likely 
continue to show up even with the changes in January 2005 although their marks 
allocations will change to fit the new format. 

Interpretation of a topographic map and / or air photo  

Frequently there has been a paragraph response worth 6 marks. Remember to have an 
introductory and concluding sentence and a total of six solid points. Also remember to 
cite grid references when giving evidence from the topographic map. 

Examples of questions: 

With reference to the air photograph and the topographic map, discuss the influence that 
physical geography and human activity have had on each other in this region. You must 
address both physical and human influences to receive full marks. Answer in paragraph 
form. 

With reference to the map and air photograph, explain the interactions between the 
atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere in this region. Answer in paragraph 
form. 

On other exams, rather than a paragraph response question, there have been 
questions like the ones below totaling approximately 11 marks. 

Identify and explain three opportunities and three problems presented by the physical 
nature of the region. (6 marks) 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/specs/grade12/geo/sample_questions.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/specs/grade12/geo/sample_questions.pdf


Identify three ways that development may be environmentally harmful to this region. (3 
marks) 

Propose two ways the community may address the threats that you have identified. (2 
marks) 

Explain four possible environmental impacts of development in this region. (4 marks) 

Identify and explain three advantages that the physical environment provides for the 
inhabitants of this region. (3 marks) 

Identify two disadvantages that the physical environment has presented to the 
inhabitants of this region and explain strategies the people have used to overcome each 
problem. (4 marks) 

From the photograph, identify two factors that were important considerations for locating 
major industry in this area. (1 mark) 

Explain one environmental and two economic factors that could influence the future of 
this industrial area. (3 marks) 

A clearly labeled drawing with explanation 
Identify (1 mark) and explain with the use of a clearly labeled diagram (3 marks) 
one of two physical features (eg. slip off slope, gully, cirque, river meander, headland, 
spit) marked on either the topographic map or air photo. On exams prior to this, students 
had to pick one of three physical features listed (eg composite cone, stalactites and 
stalagmites, bajada) and explain how the feature was formed using a diagram. 

Biome or Vegetation Identification and Interpretation 
Identify the vegetation or biome shown in a photograph and to discuss how the 
vegetation has adapted to its climate and / or identify potential threats to the biome. 
(3 to 5 marks) 

Cartoon Interpretation 
Students have been asked to describe the problem that the cartoonist is addressing (1 
mark) and discuss two consequences of the problem (2 marks). 

Final Note:  When you come across an issue dealing with a specific place in 
the world that you are not familiar with, do not panic. Rather, think about 
the issue in general terms and the problems or benefits, advantages or 
disadvantages, effects, and / or solutions related to it. 
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