
Geography 12 

Government Exam Helpers Guide 
Preparation for the Test 

- *use the Geography 12 Content Learning Outcomes and Vocabulary in your 
Course Outline as a Study Guide* 

- *read over the Geography 12 Government Examination Specifications and pay close 
attention to the nature of questions that will be asked and the examples given*  

- go over review questions from previous lessons. Pay close attention to pictures and 
diagrams. 

- divide your study time appropriately between the two major study areas: Systems of 
the Earth (approx. 50%) and Environments & People / Resource Management (approx. 
50%). 

Note: Mapping Skills are incorporated into both study areas. Go over strategies you 
were taught for dealing with government exam questions that ask for air photo scales, 
finding distances, finding area, etc. 

- remember to review the Major Geography Themes in your Course Outline 

- glance over your Environment Diary as a review of environmental issues 

- download old government exams and keys from the Ministry of Education website.   
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/ 
Try doing one of the old government exams in the three hour time limit. 

- get help from the teacher if you do not understand what a question is asking, or if you 
need help reviewing material taught in the course. Also look over The Definitions for 
Key Verbs in Written-Response and Essay Questions. 

- one cannot cram for this exam; preparation must begin now. 

- get a good night's sleep and eat a good breakfast / lunch before the exam. 

Entering the Exam 

Date: ___________________   Time:  ___________________    

Place:  ____________________ 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/specs/grade12/geo/06table_specs.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/


- you must arrive 30 minutes before exam time  
- bring two pencils and two pens   
- pencil for multiple choice and for possibly drawing a diagram 
- all writing must be done in pen  
- ruler      
- no calculator allowed 
- no jackets, hats, bags, or scrap paper allowed at the table or desk 
- bring Picture I.D. (eg GoCard or Driver’s Licence) 

Writing the Exam 

- read the General Instructions on the front of the exam 

- the exam consists of 53 marks Multiple Choice and 40 marks Written-Response 
questions 

- take five minutes to look carefully through the entire exam before you start writing  

- do some questions that you immediately know the answers to and build your 
confidence. 

- if you come across a question that you simply have no idea how to answer, do not 
panic, leave it, and come back later. It will give your mind a chance to work on the 
question and think over some of the major concepts we have dealt with in Geography. 

- read each question carefully be it the multiple choice or open-ended questions 

- for the open-ended questions, if you are given more than one line to answer a 
question, make sure your answer is in a complete sentence(s).  

- write neatly 

- if the question asks you to respond in paragraph form, make sure you do so 

- if you are running out of room to answer a question, you may write one line below the 
last line  

- any time you have left over, use it to check your answers.
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