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Geography 12 

Air Photo Exercise Key 

A)  New Glasgow 
1)  What is located at H6 on the air photo?  golf course   

Note:  In order to answer this, you will need to find the same spot on the topographic map. 

2)  Account for the difference in the colour of the water at H10 versus L8. At L8, the water 

colour is lighter due to a higher sediment content as the river enters the ocean and deposits 

its load.  The water is also probably shallower at that point.  The lighter colour is due to 

greater reflection of light. 

3)  Give the air photo coordinates for the highway interchange in grid square 2247 on the 

topographic map.  B1 

4)  What is an important economic activity in the southeast part of the air photo?  Explain.   

Farming – plots of land are visible with some fields recently cultivated or left fallow 

(whiter) and some more developed crops (darker tones). 

B) St. John’s 
1)  The land-use in the air photo reference D3 may best be described as a B.  

a)  sanitary land-fill b)  petroleum storage area c)  gravel and sand supply  

d)  newly developed housing subdivision 

When you find the same spot on the topographic map, you will find the word “Oil” and 

storage tanks are visible in the air photo. 

2)  The northeast portion of the air photo has what type of development?   

nucleated / built up area / highly urbanized 

3)  What human made feature is located in H4?  sports track 

4)  Notice on the air photo the docks and port facilities in St. John’s Harbour. 

Describe the appearance of moving boats / ships on the air photo. - white streaks  

5)  What is the photo grid reference for Signal Hill Park? G5 and G6 

C)  Beloeil 
1)  What is located in I11 on the air photo?  golf course 



2)  What specific type of land division is evident on the air photo?  Describe.  (Hint:  Think back 

to Social Studies 9 or Social Studies 10.)   

- seigneurial system (French): long narrow strips of land often perpendicular to a river or 

stream. These plots of land have been divided over time from one family generation to the 

next. Make sure that you look at the topographic map to get the information that this 

community is in Quebec. 

3)  The form of economic activity taking place at grid reference 297453 on the topo. map is:  

a)  fruit growing b)  heavy industry c)  field agriculture d)  national defence     

A.  Orchard symbol on the topographic map and not a cultivated field (N8) like the others 

on the air photo.  

4)  What is located at O9 / P9 on the air photo?  Qarry. See 3046 on topographic map.   

5)  Using specific evidence from the air photograph and the topographic map, describe how 

people have modified the landscape of Boleil.  Identify implications these modifications may 

have for the environment of the community. Answer in paragraph form. 

Modifications Implications 
Agriculture (eg southeast and 

northeast portions of the air 

photo) 

-Use of fertilizers and pesticides alters the soil content and 

may threaten water quality in streams, groundwater, and 

perhaps even the reservoirs near 320427. 

- The need for irrigation water.  Perhaps water is being 

drawn from those reservoirs. 

- Growing of food for the benefit of human health. 

Golf Course  

(315430 / H6) 

- Use of fertilizers and pesticides may threaten water 

quality in streams and groundwater.   

- Green space is maintained. 

Urbanization (eg Sainte-Julie, 

Domaine- des-Hauts-Bois, 

Saint-Bruno De Motarville, 

and Saint-Basile-le-Grand) 

and Transportation Routes 

(eg Highways 102, 30, and 

116) 

- Urban runoff into streams and rivers, sewage disposal 

issues, air pollution from vehicles, drinking water supply 

needs (eg filtration plant near Lac de Moulin 3044)  



Conservation Park (i.e. Parc 

De Conservation Du Mont-

Saint-Bruno)  

- Protected forested area to filter air pollution and prevent 

erosion on hill slopes which also helps to protect water 

quality in lakes.  These green spaces also provide areas for 

recreation which benefits human health.  

National Defence Area (3247) - Military equipment and training may disrupt natural 

habitat and disturb wildlife 

Quarry (3046) - Mass digging alters the natural ecosystem; rehabilitation 

of the land may be necessary.  

 

 


